
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
March	15,	2022	
	
The Honorable Xavier Becerra 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

The Honorable Gina Raimondo 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230 

 
Dear Secretary Becerra and Secretary Raimondo: 
 

As leaders in the home respiratory and patient advocacy community, we are writing to 
ask the Administration to use its existing authority to address the semiconductor chips shortage 
effecting the supply of home respiratory devices.  As a result of the chip shortage, we are deeply 
concerned that if the problem is not addressed quickly, the patients we serve will experience 
access issues that could jeopardize their ability to continue receiving treatment at home. 

 
To avoid this problem, we ask that the Departments prioritize allocating chips to 

manufacturers of home respiratory devices and ensure that medical device manufacturers receive 
sufficient chips to meet the medical needs of patients who rely on these devices.  The 
Administration has rightly prioritized expanding access to home medical treatments, but the chip 
shortage places this expansion at risk.   

 
In addition, the nation continues to rely upon home respiratory devices to combat the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  During each variant surge, hospitals, physicians, and local, state, and 
federal officials have turned to the home respiratory community to help relieve the pressure on 
the hospitals and provide treatment in the home for those battling the disease.  Protecting patient 
access to home respiratory therapy, which is essential in the country’s response to the pandemic, 
should remain a national security priority. 
 

The Department of Commerce’s recent report1 on the semiconductor supply chain 
confirms what home respiratory therapy manufacturers, suppliers, prescribers, and patients have 
been experiencing for the past two years.  The report acknowledges that semiconductor 
fabrication plants have little capacity to increase their output.  With no other recourse, the federal 
government needs to take immediate action to prioritize the supply of semiconductor chips to 
medical device manufacturers.  The Defense Production Act provides the Administration with 

 
1 U.S. Department of Commerce, Results from Semiconductor Supply Chain Request for Information, January 25, 
2022, https://www.commerce.gov/news/blog/2022/01/results-semiconductor-supply-chain-request-information.  
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authority to meet the demand for chips used in medical devices.  Patients in need of medical 
devices simply cannot wait until there are more semiconductor chips manufacturing facilities.   

 
We appreciate your consideration of our request and encourage your departments to work 

together to make sure that patients who rely upon home respiratory therapies. 
 
Sincerely,  
	
AAHomecare	
Alpha	1	Foundation	
American	Association	for	Respiratory	Care	
COPD	Foundation	
Council	for	Quality	Respiratory	Care	
Dorney-Koppel	Foundation	
Pulmonary	Fibrosis	Foundation	
Respiratory	Health	Association	
U.S.	COPD	Coalition		
VGM	&	Associates	
	
	
CC:  White House Supply Chain Task Force  

The Honorable Tom Vilsack, Secretary of the Department of Agriculture 
The Honorable Marty Walsh, Secretary of the Department of Labor 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg, Secretary of the Department of Transportation 
Brian Deese, Director of the National Economic Council 
John Porcari, Port Envoy 

	


